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Art Unit: 2856 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Overdiek et al. 

Overdiek et al teach (Figure 7) an apparatus for testing a relief valve, comprising: 
a body 60 constructed to withstand a high pressure, a cavity in the body and configured 
to enclose a pressure relieve valve 10, the cavity including a valve seat (seal 70) and 
aperture 68 through which the valve may be received into the cavity to contact the valve 
seat, pressure gauge 84 in communication with the cavity, fluid inlet 64, fluid outlet 66, 
and a press device 88 to sealably secure (see col. 11, lines 13-16) the valve within the 
cavity. 

Overdiek does not state that the device 88 is a "closure couplable to said 
body... to sealably secure". 

As to claims 1,4,5,6, Overdiek's valve 10 may be deemed to be "completely" 
enclosed in the cavity as Overdiek distinguishes (col. 5, lines 10-15) the spool 9 (which 
is illustrated in Figure 7 as being outside of the cavity) from the valve 10. It would have 
been obvious to couple element 88/89 to the body to assure that force applied to the 
valve is relative to the body, to assure sealing. Assembly 88,89/9 may be deemed to 
be a closure as the applied pressure maintains a seal between the valve and cavity. 
Finally, 

As to claims 2 and 7, note member 88. 

As to claim 3, Overdiek is silent as to the size of the valves to be tested, 
suggestive that such design may be applied to any known size valve. In addition, high 
pressure relieve valves are known, and Overdiek teaches a system to test such valves. 
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Claims 1,2,4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Webster. 

As to claims 1,4, please look at the figure, and see a body 10 including an upper 
cavity that encloses a pressure relieve valve 15, the cavity having a seat 16 and upper 
aperture though which the valve may be received into the cavity to contact the seat; a 
pressure gauge 36 in communication with the cavity; a fluid inlet 29,23; fluid outlet 14; 
and closure 21,22 to seal the cavity. Webster's element 15 is a valve. 

As to claims 2,5, note the spring 19. 

Claims 3,6,7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Webster. 

As to claim 3, it would have been obvious to employ a strong body, as relieve 
valves are both used and tested at great pressures, requiring even greater pressure 
resistant bodies. 

As to claim 6, note that Webster tests valve "at any partifcu8lr adjustment" (lines 
7-8, page 1), which is suggestive of adjusting the valves. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert R. Raevis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2204. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7am to 4pm. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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